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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE . DELLO SPIRITO SANTO - CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 - 00136 ROMA

NEWS FROM CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS
This summer a number of Spiritan
gatherings and meetings took place in
Europe. Among these were the
Enlarged Provincial Council of the
English province, the Provincial

Chapter of Portugal and the
Recollection for Perpetual Vows of our
young spiritans at Gernert in Holland.
Each of these events is a sign of
vitality, courage, enthusiasm and

unfailing commitment to the directions
of the Spirit. The same spirit that
animated our Founders and

predeces§._ors is still at work; calling and

pointing to new signs of our times ...

THE ENGLISH PROVINCE LOOKS TO THE FUTURE
Writing to the meeting of the Provincials of Europe last
December, the General Council made some constructive
suggestions regarding the future of the European Provinces:
"In view of the current numerical trends in Spiritan Europe,
if we adopt an attitude of "wait and see" it will be a sure
recipe for an early death. Only an active and creative
approach, that anticipates events and faces up to the total
reality will give us the chance to create something new and
vibrant ... Ultimately, the most important thing is not what
happens to us individually, but rather the building of the
Kingdom".
It was thoughts such as these that were behind one of
the largest-ever gatherings of Spiritans of the English
Province which took place this summer at Aylesford Priory,
a 13 th century Carmelite friary in Kent. The Provincial
Council had launched the idea in March, 1999 - that all
members of the Province should come together to consider
the future life and contribution to mission of their
circumscription in the coming years. A detailed preparatory
process was followed in which each member of the
Provincial Council was responsible for contacting a list of
members of the Province; meetings were arranged around
the country and those abroad were encouraged to reflect
together where possible. In the event,
thirty eight confreres attended the
assembly at Aylesford (plus Fr. John
Fogarty from the General Council),
which meant that practically every
member of the Province, from home
and abroad, who was physically able,
responded to the appeal of the
Council (including five Provincials,
past and present!).
The meeting was called an
"Enlarged Provincial Council", but
there was a total absence of voting,
decision-making or any other
administrative act. It took the form of
a meeting of our extended family
where we looked together at the

present and future in the context of the Society and the
Church in which we are living today. The first two days
were spent listening to each other; each confrere and
associate spoke in turn of their ministry and their hopes for
the future - for themselves, the Province and the
Congregation. The result was a rich and varied testimony to
our commitment to mission in all its aspects.
For the remaining three days, we reflected together on
the future, on the type of missionary involvement that we
should undertake at home and abroad, never losing sight of
the realities imposed by an aging province with practically
no vocations to the professed life. Among the many points
raised were the following:
Confreres spoke strongly in favour of continuing our
work for young people and the homeless. In talking of
mission within the Province, we should not just think in
terms of our own available personnel: as the General
Council had suggested, relationships of mutual support
can be built up between the older Provinces and the
younger circumscriptions in the south: "The African
confreres have the same concern for their European
confreres as children have for their aging parents".

From L to R: E. Holmes (1976-82), T. Friery (1982-88), V. O'Toole (1988-94),
P. Ward (1994-00), J. McFadden (2000 -)
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- Everybody felt that we
should continue to play
our part in mission ad
extra, which has been
such a strong tradition in
the Province over the
years. We should also be
ready to serve our
brothers world-wide at the
level of the Congregation,
something for which our
international formation
has
providentially
prepared us.
- Rather than thinking in
Participants at the Enlarged Provincial Council
terms of amalgamation
with
other
circumscriptions, the
One of the great joys of the event was the meeting of
assembly seemed to favour greater cooperation and
so many confreres who had not seen each other for a
mutual support between Provinces at the European
long time. Friendships were renewed and past
level.
disagreements and misunderstandings were shared and
forgotten. The presence of two associate members, who
Old and sick confreres are capable of g1vmg an
made such a full and valuable contribution to the
important supporting witness to the younger ones in their
discussions, reminded us of this new blessing from God
particular missionary work, perhaps by a simple and
which has been such a positive feature of the life of the
discrete presence. Such an invitation is very often not
Province in recent times.
even offered to older confreres.
- Whatever the nature of the apostolate, it should be
solidly based on a community that is inspiring and
affirming and gives all its members a sense of really
belonging. The witness-value of such communities
should be at the heart of our missionary outreach.
While no concrete decisions were taken at the meeting,
it was felt that the ideas and discussion would provide
valuable material and guidelines for the new provincial
administration which would take over in September of this year.

The problems have not gone away, but we now face
them with renewed confidence and a conviction of the
continuing loving presence of the guiding Spirit who
has called us to mission. Many expressed the hope
that other aging and diminishing provinces would
organise similar encouraging events for their
circumscriptions.

Vincent O'Toole

THE PROVINCE OF PORTUGAL HOLDS ITS CHAPTER
The theme of the 7 th Provincial Chapter of Portugal,
which brought together 30 delegates, was "With the
strength of the Spirit, together in Mission" It was held at
Torre d' Aguilha from July 11 - 23. Before the Chapter
began, there was a retreat directed by the "Better World
Movement". With the bible in one hand and the daily
newspaper in the other, the Spiritans were invited to read
the trends of history in the light of faith and to seek creative
responses to the new challenges which face the mission of
the Congregation. Amongst those invited, special mention
should be made of two lay people who were chosen by the
different lay groups connected to the Spiritans.

See, judge and act
As is already the established custom in such meetings,
the first part of the Chapter was dedicated to the
presentation of the life and mission of the members of the
Province: missionary work in Portugal, Angola, GuineaBissau, Mozambique, Cape Verde, Paraguay, and Brazil.
After that the Chapter delegates evaluated these works in
the light of our Rule of Life, the documents of recent
2

General Chapters and the signs of the times in the Church
and the World today. Considering the present situation of
the Province - its limits and possibilities, its needs and the
calls made upon it, the search for a new dynamism and
inspiration - the delegates picked four central questions to
be studied in depth:

*

"Called to a new vision of mission"

In view of a certain lack of generosity and missionary
dynamism in the Province, and the negative consequences
arising from globalisation (the gap between the rich and
poor), this first document identified the demands of a
contemporary Spiritan vision of mission. These included
the importance of being with and supporting the victims of
social exclusion (migrants, refugees, etc.) and justice and
peace issues. Included also was the need to support the
Padre Alves Correia Centre, which is a social institution set
up by the Spiritans to support African immigrants and the
excluded. The need to increase solidarity at regional level
and with all of the Congregation was also underlined.

*

"A new spiritual and
community dynamism"

The Spiritan missionary
vision calls us to a greater
readiness for mission and ongoing attention to the quality
of our personal and
community lives. Some
particular values were
underlined: prayer, openness
to the Spirit, openness to the
laity, the living and sharing
of our charism and a genuine
life of poverty.
*

"Spiritans and lay
people, co-responsible
for mission"

In
the Portuguese
Province there has always
been a strong working relationship with lay people through
various organisations founded by Spiritans. These have
been directed to different segments of the People of God
and have encompassed both mission awareness and action.
However, during this Chapter we perceived that things are
now changing: the laity, as well as wishing to give
practical help, also want to share our spirituality, to
participate in the planning and implementation of our
mission and to drink at the sources of our inspiration.
Various proposals were made in the light of this: they
included the formation of laity, the establishment of
Spiritan fraternities, a greater spirit of welcome in our
houses, moments of prayer together, a centre of Spiritan
spirituality, a renewal of our missionary animation and a
restructuring of our missionary publications.

Delegates at the Chapter

*

"Human and material resources: the reality and
vision of the future"

This fourth document affirms that the Province should
look to the future with both hope and realism since our
human and material resources are limited. As a Spiritan
group we have inherited the rich witness of our older
confreres and we should try to offer them tranquil final
years. We look towards the future with an attitude of faith:
strengthened by our sources of inspiration, we will
endeavour to get the best possible return from our limited
human and material resources as we put them at the service
of the Congregation's mission.

The election of the Provincial team
The Chapter gave a third mandate to the present
provincial, Fr. Eduardo Miranda and elected the
following members to the council:
Fr. Jose
Manuel Saben~a (First Assistant and responsible
for formation) and Fr. Tony Neves (Second Assistant
and responsible for missionary animation).

The Provincial Chapter: a grace-filled event

Provi11cial Admi11istration Team
L to R: Jose Sabenfa, Eduardo Miranda and Tony Neves

Throughout the Chapter, there was a spirit of
friendship and joy, communion in the common
mission and faith and hope in the future. Every
Church group needs such inspired and animated
moments on its journey. The ordination of Fr.
Lufs Pedro at the end of the Chapter and the
presence of young confreres in formation gave us
confidence and hope in the future. The inevitable
question arose: how do we share the spirit of the
meeting with the entire Province and encourage
their participation in its orientations? Without
doubt, much more than through papers and
documents, these "tidings" will be transmitted
through our personal witness. May the Lord fill us
with his Spirit so that we may all be witnesses of
this new dynamism.

Antonio Farias
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Recollection for Perpetual Vows, Gernert, 30 July- 26 August, 2000
In Europe, it has now become a tradition for young
Spiritans to come together for four weeks before taking
their perpetual vows. And the house at Gernert in Holland
has effectively become the home of this yearly meeting; it
is an open and welcoming community that has proved ideal
for such an event.
This year, six students in formation in Europe (Portugal
l , Ireland 2 and France 3) were joined by 3 students from
the Province of USA West. Three continents were
represented since 2 of those from France are Africans and
the three from America come originally from
Vietnam. One of those present was professed as a
brother. The ages of the participants ranged from
28 to 5 I.

life in Holland today and to experience the legendary warm
welcome of a Province which has suffered from the lack of
Spiritan vocations for many years. Grateful thanks to all
those who contributed to the success of this important
experience for our young confreres - especially
Kazimierz Knap (Poland) who has guided this meeting
for the last three years, Piet Delisse (Holland) who made
everybody feel so welcome and Yves Bleunven who
generously shared his enthusiasm and dedication for
Spiritan mission.
Jean-Pierre Gaillard

The first week was devoted primarily to
getting to know each other (including the team
leading the recollection). The second week was
spent in pastoral work in Holland (including the
communities of Rotterdam and Eindhoven). In the
third week, the confreres shared their experiences
as witnesses to Spiritan life. The final week was
spent in retreat, led by Fr Yves Bleunven (French
Province) who recently returned from CongoKinshasa.
Those taking part were very pleased with this
international experience with a strong "spiritan"
flavour. They were also able to see something of

Three continents, one family

NEWS ITEMS
MEETING OF MAJOR SUPERIORS
It has now become customary for recently appointed
major Superiors to meet with the General Council in
September for a mutual "getting to know each other". It is
an occasion for the superiors also to discuss matters of
interest to them and to meet the General staff.

on the spirit and the major orientations of Maynooth
General Chapter, Initial and On-going Formation, Finance
and Solidarity, Lay Associates, First Appointments and
History/Anniversaries.

This year the meeting was held from 17-23
September, with eleven major superiors taking
part. These were 5 Provincial Superiors: Frs
Ferdinand Azegue (PAC), Gijsbertus Van Tol
(Brazil), Jean-Claude Pariat (Switzerland), Luke
Mbefo (Nigeria), Serge Hogue (Canada); 3
District Superiors: Frs Manuel Martins Ferreira
(Cape Verde), Richard Remond (Martinique),
Sean McGovern (Kenya); 1 Foundation Superior:
Fr Oscar Ngoy (Congo-Kinshasa); I International
Group Superior: Fr Pierre Jubinville (Paraguay)
and the Superior of the Generalate Community: Fr
Rheaume Saint-Louis.
The procedure was as for previous meetings.
The first two days were given to presentations and
discussion of the circumscription reports, the third
From L to R: S Hogue, G. Van Toi, M. Ferreira, R. Remand, Superior General,
day to a pilgrimage to Assisi. Thursday, Friday
P. Jubinville, F. Azegue, R. Saint-Louis, 0. Ngoy, S. McGovern, Jand Saturday morning were taken up with inputs
C. Pariat and L. Mbefo
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Each superior presented a report on his circumscription.
Unfortunately, we only have space to print the following excerpts:
Brazil

Canada

"The Province has at the moment 43 professed members.
Of this group, 19 are Brazilian priests, 3 are Brazilian
brothers, as well as 9 priests and 1 brother of other
nationalities. Other members include 2 deacons, 6 theology
students with temporary vows, 3 Spiritan bishops and 3
novices.

"There are 59 confreres in our Province at present. Four are
Associates; four more are from the French Province. Two
confreres from the Nigerian Province have recently arrived.
A confrere from Haiti is chaplain to a convent, and three
Spiritans from France and one from Paraguay will come for
studying this year.

At times we are aware of our limitations as we come face to
face with the work which lies ahead of us. We are a united
group and our meetings and assemblies take place in a spirit
of friendship and mutual comprehension. We look towards
the future with optimism, confiding in the strength of the
Spirit which is manifested in the capacity and gifts of each
member" (Gijsbertus Van TOL) .

Kenya

The average age is 67 and we have 7 communities. So we
have a Province which sees little hope for the future but
which nevertheless wants to continue its mission in a spirit
of faith, a Province which does not want to close any of its
works. This Province has to undergo a profound change and
conversion - which will certainly not be easy" (Serge
Hogue).

Congo Kinshasa

"In 1995 there were 50 confreres in the District: today there
are about 30. This reduction in numbers has inevitably had
its effect on works to which we were traditionally
committed. However, our first priority remains to direct our
attention to areas of first evangelisation and the displaced
people of the city of Nairobi.

"The most recent Chapter of our circumscnpt10n was a
defining moment in our history. We are now trying to
define our missionary orientations to consolidate the
Foundation and to reply to the concrete missionary
challenges in present-day Congo.

The economic, political and climatic conditions of Kenya
have been much in the news recently, mostly for negative
reasons. The consequences for the ordinary Kenyan are
serious. Thankfully peace prevails, at least on a National
level. We have been spared wars and coups and military
take-overs. But the poor are undoubtedly getting poorer. A
recent crippling drought has wreaked havoc on livestock
and crops alike. Scope for good news to the poor
abounds" (Sean McGovern).

ltaici made us more aware of questions of justice and peace,
sharing amongst ourselves, listening to each other and
taking an interest in the situations in which our confreres
live. Itaici also had the effect of increasing our spirit of
sharing and solidarity with each other; we tried (not without
difficulty) to share the possessions of communities and
confreres in order to pursue this ideal. This breathed new life
into our missionary efforts and our prophetic vocation as
religious" (Oscar Ngoy) .

Generalate, Rome

Paraguay

"Some of you may be surprised to find the Superior of the
Generalate taking part in a meeting of new Major
Superiors. The Generalate is not a circumscription in the
usual sense of the word (SRL 156) and the jurisdiction of
the Superior does not extend beyond the community. But
although we are primarily at the service of the General
Administration, we believe we also make a contribution to
the apostolate of our confreres throughout the world, which
gives us a role and a mission that does not fall into the usual
categories. We try to make ourselves readily available for
the service of mission in the context of our community
project" (Rheaume Saint-Louis).

"It is a small group that is mainly confined to four centres;
each consituting a Team. This is the latest of several efforts
to encourage Spiritans to share and live a more communitybased life. The two other centres are the central house in
Asuncion and the formation community which is in the
suburbs.

Cape Verde
"We number 14 priests and one brother. One of the priests
is from Cape Verde. Nine are retired. The average age is
approximately 66 years. We work on two of the islands and
are responsible for 10 parishes.

"Of the 67 confreres, 34 are over 70. Of the 31 outside
Switzerland, 13 are over 70; of the 36 living in Switzerland,
21 are over 70. Of the 15 confreres in Switzerland below
70, 7 are working in the dioceses and 8 are working directly
for the Province. It's very few!

We Spiritans have succeeded in establishing close relationship
with the local Church. We are making a big effort to create
communion between ourselves as well as being open to
internationality, in spite of the fact that the average age is
high" (Manuel Martins Ferreira).

Fr Bertout was virtually alone when he decided to re-open
the Seminaire du Saint-Esprit 16 years after its closure.
Personally, I believe there is a future for the Spiritan
mission in the church of Switzerland. It is a confession of
faith!" (Jean-Claude Pariat).

Surely the future holds many surprises for us. We are
convinced that the Congregation should grow and
strengthen its presence in the land of the Guarani and in Latin
America" (Pierre Jubinville) .

Switzerland
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LIST OF ALL SPIRITANS ACCORDING TO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN (30 September 2000}
(Fathers, Brothers and Professed Students)

COUNTRY
FRANCE
IRELAND
NIGERIA
NETHERLANDS
PORTUGAL
USA
GERMANY
TANZANIA
GHANA
POLAND
ANGOLA
SWITZERLAND
GREAT BRITAIN
CANADA
BELGIUM
CAMEROUN
TRINIDAD
CONGO BRAZZAVILE
KENYA
BRAZIL
CONGO KINSHASA

33
32
29
29

SOUTH AFRICA-1
SLOVAKIA-1
RWANDA-1
PAPUA NEW GUINEA-1
MOZAMBIQUE-1
INDIA-1

CHINA-1 l----+--- -i - - - - - l -- - - + -- - 1 - -- - 1 - - ----,

LUXEMBOURG-2 1 - - - - 1 - - - - - 1 ' - - - - - + - - - l - - - - + - - - +- ---j
AUSTRALIA-2 1--- - 1 - -- - - 1 - -- - + - - - +- -- + - - - +- - - - j
PARAGUAY-3 1-----11-------1----+- - - +- -- + - -- + - - - - j
CAPE VERDE-3 1-----11-------1- - - - + -- - +- - - +- - - +- - - - l
VIETNAM-4
MALAWl-4
GAMBIA-4
GABON-4
GUINEA CONAKRY-5

SPAIN

16

RCA
SENEGAL

12
12

UGANDA

11

MADAGASCAR-17

MAURITIUS

10

SIERRA LEONE-19

CAPE VERDE
PARAGUAY

3

AUSTRALIA

2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

GABON
GAMBIA
MALAWI
VIETNAM

LUXEMBOURG
ZAMBIA
BURUNDI
CHINA
GUINEA EQUATORIAL
GRENADA
INDIA
MOZAMBIQUE
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
RWANDA
SLOVAKIA
SOUTH AFRICA

TOTAL
FROM 52 COUNTRIES

3042
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DECISIONS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL
The General Council
•

confirms the election of the Provincial Team of the
Province of Netherlands: Fathers Jacobus
GORDIJN, Petrus MEEUWS and Antonius
GRUIJTERS, for a mandate of three years, with
effect from 10th June 2000;

•

confirms the election of Fr Eduardo MIRANDA as
Superior of the Province of Portugal, for a third
mandate of three years, with effect from 18 th June
2000;

•

confirms the election of Fr Antonio M. JANSEN as
Superior of the District of Amazonia, for a second
mandate of three years, with effect from 23 rd June
2000;

•

confirms the election of Fr Christian BERTON as
Superior of the Province of France, for a second
mandate of three years, with effect from 15 th July 2000;

•

confirms the election of Fr Gabriel MYOTTEDUQUET as First Vicar of the Province of France, for
a second mandate of three years, with effect from 15 th
July 2000;

•

confirms
the
election
of Fr Joseph
WOLLENSCHNEIDER as Second Vicar of the
Province of France, for a mandate of three years,
with effect from 15 th July 2000;

•

confirms the election of Fr Remi PEETERS as
Superior of the Province of Belgium, for a mandate of
three years, with effect from the 1st August 2000;

•

confirms the election of Fr Donald McEachin as
Superior of the Province of the USA East, for a
mandate of three years, with effect from 18 th August
2000;

•

confirms the election of Fr Denis WIEHE as Superior
of the Indian Ocean Foundation, for a second mandate
of three years, with effect from 27 th August 2000;

•

nominates Fr John McFadden as Superior of the
Province of England, for a mandate of three years, with
effect from 1st September, 2000;

•

confirms the election of Fr Patrick PALMER as
Superior of the Province of Ireland, for a mandate of
three years, with effect from the 1st September 2000;

•

nominates Fr Edward Okorie as Superior of the
District of Guyana, for a mandate of three years, with
effect from 1st October, 2000;

•

confirms the election of Fr Peter Marzinkowski as
Superior of the Province of Germany, for a mandate of
three years, with effect from 5 th October 2000;

•

accepts to extend the mandate of the Superior of Puerto
Rico District, Fr Osvaldo Perez Gonzales until the
next Chapter which will take place in July 2001.
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NOMINATION: A SPIRITAN BISHOP
Pope Jean-Paul II nominated on 26 th July 2000, Fr Francis
Meinrad Merkel bishop of the
diocese of Humaita, in
Amazonia (Brazil). Fr Merkel
was born on 22nd September
1944 in Hardheim (Diocese of
Friburg), Germany. He started
his Novitiate on 13 April 1965
and made his first Profession in
Heimbach on same date and
month of the following year. He
was ordained priest on 22 May
1971 in Knechtsteden and since
then he has been working in
Brazil with the exception of four years during which he
worked in his province of origin (Libermannhaus
Knechtstden and Stuttgart, Germany). From 1999 he was
Director of our students in Philosophy at Vila Mangalot
(SP, Brazil) until his episcopal nomination.

SERVICES AT THE GENERALATE
Fr John Kilcrann of the Irish Province has replaced Fr John
Skinnader as co-ordinator of the
Justice and Peace office at the
Generalate on 1st September
2000. He was born in Mohill,
Ireland in 1948. He entered the
noviciate in 1966 and was
ordained in June 1976. In
January 1978 he took up his
appointment in the District of
Brazil South West. There he
worked in various pastoral
ministries and was active in
diverse human rights projects
and organisations. Before coming to the Generalate, he
completed a Doctorate in Ministry at the Catholic
Theological Union in Chicago, USA.
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Fr Auguste GERVAIN .......... (France), 85
Fr Sebastien PLEYBER ......... (France), 66
Fr Marcel BOETSCH ............ (France), 82
Fr Jean PICHON .................... (France), 89
Fr Kevin DOHENY ............... (Ireland), 75
Fr John SWEENEY .............. (England) 76
Fr Fran~ois EBENDINGER .. (France), 71
Fr Edward KELLY ................ (USA/E), 77
Fr Roger LE DEAUT ............ (France), 76
Fr Joseph LE BERRE ............ (France), 85
Br Brendan KEOGH ............... (Ireland) 75
Fr Patrick SHERIDAN .......... (Ireland), 79
Fr Roger DUFFY .................. (USA/W) 68
Fr Claude LEQUIEN ............. (France), 63
Fr Gerard LECAT .................. (France), 90
Fr Sean LODGE .................... (Ireland), 81
Br Stephane BUAUD ............ (France), 89
Fr William FITZPATRICK .... (Ireland) 79
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